Peqqy Rauch

REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS
RESIDENTIAL * LAND + COMMERCIAL * INVESTMENT

7297 N. Scottsdale Road, Suite#1003 Scottsdale, AZ 85253

January, 2011

Newsletior

Peggy Rauch
602-206-3336
Peggy @PeggyRauch.com

Michael Meinerz
602-882-0075
Michael@PeggyRauch.com

A number of you called after reading
the last newsletter and asked about
our “live/work” situation and asked
how many agents we were planning
on bringing into our company.

| must say that having your home
and office in the same building is
incredibly convenient. More impor-
tantly, having the first level appear
from the outside as a business really
attracts business. Since moving in,
we have had more “walk-ins” who
have become clients in the past
three months than in my previous 24
years in real estate . . . AMAZING!!!

As far as growing our business, we’ll keep it between 10-20
agents. Our model is to first and foremost maintain our ability
to work closely with our own clients, yet be able to provide
more guidance for our agents than can be accomplished in the
larger brokerages. Plus, we want to continue to have time for
movies, golf, cooking and trips to Napa.

! “j\m MORE KITCHEN TIPS
“You can never have enough

m good tips to help get you around
the kitchen.

|@| Before you chop chili pep-
pers, rub oil into your
hands and your skin won’t
absorb the spicy chili oil

i@ After boiling pasta or potatoes, cool the water and use it to
water your house plants. The water contains nutrients that
your plants will love

I@| Fresh coffee beans absorb nasty odors from your hands

@ When boiling eggs, add a pinch of salt to keep the shells

from cracking
@| Thaw fish in milk for fresher flavor

@ Noodles, spaghetti and other starches won't boil over if you
rub inside of pot with vegetable oil

@] Make sure you let your metal pans cool before washing
otherwise they will warp

@] Tenderize pot roast or stewing meat by using 2 cups hot
tea as cooking liquid

Factoid

In the past, tables only had one finished side. To preserve

the nice side, families, used the rough underside for daily

meals. When company came over, the table top was lifted

off and turned over so the finished side was shown, thus
the phrase “They turned the tables”

BOOK REVIEW

Once again, my book club
recommended a book that
| resisted reading. | was
completely put off by the
850 pages and bored to
tears with the opening few
chapters. | had so much
faith in my friend who rec-
ommended it that | per-
sisted and | was wildly rewarded.

It ended up being one of my very favorite books of all times
and | can’'t wait to get into the other books in the series.
There are a total of 6 books in the Outlander series and if
the first one is any indication, | will tear through the others.

The tale begins in 1945 when a combat nurse, Claire Ran-
dall, moves to Scotland with her husband. While hiking,
Claire accidentally passes through the Stones of an ancient
stone circle and tumbles through a vortex and finds herself
in 16™ century Scotland.

Claire tells the story in the first person and it is full of history,
romance and drama and reminiscent of Gone with the Wind
or a novel of that nature. She meets and falls in love with a
red haired highlander names James Alexander Malcom
MacKenzie Fraser who is fondly known as Jamie.

| guarantee that all of the females who read the book will be
in love with Jamie long before reaching the final chapters.
The book is full of love, medicine and clan politics and you
will love it. It is called Outlander by Diana Gabaldon. FYI,
Diana is an Arizona resident

SUPER BOWL

Many of you know that the Ea-
gles are MY team, but when |
lived in Pittsburgh for a while |
came to think of the Steelers as
my backup team. The “Steel
Curtain “ years were the absolute
best ever!!! i

Well, with Michael being a dyed-
in-the-wool former Packer you
can imagine the tension around our house
during the last play-off day and finally on
Super Bowl Sunday.

The good news is our marriage survived
the weekend and we only have replace a
few glasses and repairs a few pieces of fur-
niture.

Next year . . . GO F_AGI_ES! !!
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2010 MARKET STATS

How do you evaluate what has hap-
pened and predict the next year? No
one can be certain.

Below is the final sales chart for 2010
showing the number of homes sold
each month and the monthly median
sales price. It clearly illustrates that
prices continued to decrease through-
out the year.

MONTH #SOLD MEDIAN PRICE
January 5,667 $123,000
February 6,422 $125,000
March 8,805 $128,700
April 9,136 $128,275
May 8,924 $130,000
June 9,158 $127,630
July 6,913 $125,000
August 7,000 $119,287
September 6,715 $119,900
October 6,556 $120,000
November 6,740 $115,000
December 8,405 $110,000
Total: 90,441 Average Price: $123,900

As we said, no one can be certain but here is an observa-
tions from one of the leading authorities on this topic . . .

“2011 is going to be the best year for Arizona’s economic
growth in the past three years. |think it is pretty clear
we’re on the threshold of recovery. Arizona is much
stronger than is was a year ago.”

Lee McPheters, ASU Economist

Mortgage interest rates plunged to records lows in 2010
(4.69%) . For undecided homebuyers the best time to
buy appears to be NOW. Even if home prices experience
another 5% to 10% decline, the cost of money to buy at
higher interest rates may offset any saving you might
see. For every point that interest rates go up on a 80%
loan the effective price of the home goes up 10% due to
what the difference in payments would amortize.

For sellers, waiting to put your home on the market until
prices rise may also offset any gain you'd have. Your
pool of potential buyers will be different. Many won’t
qualify at the higher rates when they would have qualified
today. Additionally, if you are going to repurchase after
selling you too will be financing at a higher interest rate.

If you subscribe to the belief that Arizona is a highly de-
sirable destination and will be in demand in the decades
to come, then buying property in today’s market may be
the wisest move future wealth portfolio move you could
make.

"Live so that you wouldn't be
ashamed to sell the family parrot to
the town gossip."

Pegqy Raugh
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WORD HUMOR

Here it is, only the beginning of
the year and I'm already feeling a
little goofy . . . I love to read and
love the feel of a book (although
Michael is trying to push me into a
Kindle because we have no more
place to store books). And | am
an admitted Lexiphile someone
who loves words and word humor.
Here are some of my favorites.

€ To write with a broken pencil is pointless

When fish are in schools they sometimes take debate
A thief who stole a calendar got twelve months

When the smog lifts in Los Angeles, U.C.L.A

A will is a dead giveaway

The batteries were given out free of charge

A boiled egg is hard to beat

You are stuck with your debt if you can’t budge it

You can tune a piano, but you cannot tuna fish

| wondered why the baseball was getting bigger, then it
hit me

Did you hear about the guy whose whole left side was
cut off? He is all right now

Police were called to the day-care where a 3 year-old
was resisting a rest

A thief who stole a calendar got twelve months

A thief who fell and broke his leg in wet cement
became a hardened criminal

Those too big for their britches get exposed in the end

When you’ve seen on shopping center you've seen
amall

Santa’s helpers are subordinate clauses
Acupuncture—a jab well done

Show me a piano falling down a mine shaft and /'ll
show you A-Flat Miner
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